Friday 1 December Taizé hour at Friends Meeting House, Esher, 8 pm

Saturday 2 December Christmas lights event in the Parade (see page 14)

Sunday 3 December Advent Sunday —
Monday 4 December Men’s Fellowship Ladies Night: John Alpass on benefits fraud l December 2006 Free distribution l
Wednesday 6 December  Holy Communion at 11 am, followed by a light lunch

Saturday 9 December Princess Alice Hospice Christmas concert in church, 7.30 pm

Sunday 10 December David King'’s last Sunday as Holy Trinity’'s Curate

Wednesday 13 December Jigsaw Playgroup Nativity Play

Saturday 16 December Tallis Scholars Christmas concert, Guildford Cathedral, 7.30 pm

Sunday 17 December Carol Service at 6.30 pm

Tuesday 19 December Anchor Group Christmas get-together and supper

Sunday 24 December Christmas Eve services - details on page 2

Monday 25 December Christmas Day - Service details on page 2

Monday 8 January Men’s Fellowship New Year Social (Ladies welcome) H O LY TR I N I TY

Michael Porter as “Not quite Captain Mainwaring”

REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES

CHURCH

8 am 10 am 6.30 pm .
1st Sunday Holy Communion (trad) Morning Praise Evening Prayer wishes you
2nd Sunday Holy Communion (trad) Morning Praise Holy Communion
3rd Sunday Holy Communion (trad) All Age Service Evening Prayer
with baptisms with prayer for healing
4th Sunday Holy Communion BCP Holy Communion Evening Prayer
5th Sunday Holy Communion (trad) Morning Praise Evening Prayer A V E RY

WEEKDAY SERVICES

Monthly on a Wednesday (see diary above): Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
2nd and 4th Wednesdays, at 10 am: Toddlers’ Praise (in Church House)
Every Wednesday, at 7 am: Prayers for 30 minutes (in the Quiet Room)
Every Thursday, at 3.45 pm: Intercessions (in the Quiet Room)

Monthly on a Thursday, at 11.45 am at Wingham Court: Holy Communion
4th Thursday in month, at 11.30 am at the Day Centre: Holy Communion

HAPPY
CHRISTMAS

-

L
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CHRISTMAS
SERVICES AT
HOLY TRINITY

SUNDAY 10th DECEMBER at 10 am

This will be Holy Trinity’s annual Toy Service, when children are invited to bring an
unwrapped toy to give to Barnardo’s as a present for less fortunate children.

And at 4 pm: CAROLS ON THE GREEN
Why not join us on the Village Green to sing carols around the Christmas Tree

There are also Services of Holy Communion that day at 8 am and 6.30 pm

SUNDAY 17th DECEMBER at 6.30 pm

The traditional Carol Service is one of Holy Trinity’s most popular services,
with readings, carols for all the congregation and contributions from the choir.
We expect the church to be full for the occasion, and you are invited to
join us for mince pies in the Church Hall afterwards.

There are also services that day at 8 am (said Holy Communion)
and 10 am (All Age Holy Communion)

CHRISTMAS EVE, SUNDAY 24th DECEMBER
At 8 am: Holy Communion (said, from the Book of Common Prayer)
At 10 am: All Age Service

At 3 pm and 5 pm: Christingle Services
Nothing is more popular than Christingle, which is why we have to have
two services to accommodate everyone - especially children - who wants to come.
We suggest that surnames from A to M come at 3 pm, from N to Z at 5 pm.

At 11 pm: Midnight Holy Communion
NB. There will be no service at 6.30 pm on Christmas Eve

CHRISTMAS MORNING, MONDAY 25th DECEMBER
At 8 am: Holy Communion (said)

\ At 10 am: All Age Christmas Morning Praise /

PEOPLE - 15 |
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From the
Parish Registers

We welcome into the
family of the Church:

Josiah Cole Wright
(baptised on 19th November)

We offer sympathy to the
relatives and friends of:

Walter Brooke Brown
(19th October)
Colin Scott
(19th October)
Phillis Dorothy (Dickie) Thompson

(5th November)

Henry Hallewell
(15th November)

( )
Parish

Personalities

Grabbing him before he leaves, we
subject David King to this month’s
Insight Inquisition.

Where were you brought up?

In Wallington, Surrey and Harrow, Middlesex.
How long have you lived in Claygate?

Just over three years.

What do you like most about it?

Egg rolling on Telegraph Hill on Easter Sunday.
And if there was one thing you could change?
I would move Crossy’s into the Village.
Where would you locate your ideal home?
Bamburgh, Northumberland.

What is the least welcome part of your daily
round?

Feeding the rabbit late at night when I've al-
ready locked up.

Which personal trait do you struggle most to
overcome?

Inability to remember names.

What food are you most partial to?

Toad in the Hole.

And leave on the side of your plate?

Fish.

What do you watch on television?

Spooks and the West Wing.

What would your desert island book be?

A good historical biography which | haven't
read yet.

What is your favourite music?

Rock and classical.

And your favourite hymn?

“It is a thing most wonderful”.

Which passage of the Bible is most telling for
you personally?

Philippians 2.

Do you have an unfulfilled ambition?

To drive an Aston Martin (sadly, | don't fit).




4 - LETTER FROM THE VICAR

It will be very sad to say goodbye to David, Katy, Samuel, William and
Georgina King when they have their last Sunday with us on 10th Decem-
ber. Although I have only had David as a colleague since July, I am very
aware myself of why his ministry as curate has been so appreciated at
Holy Trinity. David has combined a deep love for the Lord Jesus and a
passion to see people of all ages grow as disciples of him with a warm,
fun and yet sensitive character. He has been used by God in numerous
ways, and together with Katy and the children has won a special place in
our hearts. | am sure we all thank God for bringing him and the family to
Claygate and assure them of our prayers as they settle in their new home
in Blindley Heath and work at Holy Trinity Redhill.

One of the areas where David has had particular oversight has been in
children’s work. The Holiday Clubs have gone from strength to strength
under his leadership, and there are a number of exciting other develop-
ments as well. It is a testimony to him and the fine team he leads that
Holy Trinity continues to be such a welcoming place for so many children.

With David’'s departure, though, it is natural to ask what happens next,
and | am therefore very glad to be able to share that the PCC has decided
to make an appointment in this area. From 1st January 2007 Andrew
Cowie will be joining the ministry team as part-time Children and Families
Co-ordinator. This new role, funded initially for a year by an anonymous
donation to the PCC, will involve maintaining oversight of existing chil-
drens’ work as well as developing contact and work among young families
within and beyond the church (the Family Time course described on page
8 is one initiative in this area). Andrew will also be taking his place on the
ministry team and we look forward to welcoming him to his new position,
although as a longstanding church member he will be known to many of
us.

Andrew will be sharing more about his new role in the next edition of In-
sight but for the time being we can thank God for his appointment and
pray for Lucy, Thomas, William and Eleanor as they embark on this new
chapter together.

With my love and prayers

Philip

| WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON - 13 |

We’ve been hearing
about the Middle East

Last month’'s Men’s Fellowship meeting heard
about William Sallitt’'s recent experiences of Iraqg.
As a major with the Honourable Artillery Com-
pany, he went to Iraq in December 2004 for a six
month stint coordinating reconstruction efforts re-
lating to water, oil and power. This was necessary
for reasons other than war damage, because the
public infrastructure had been allowed to crumble
while Saddam built a series of opulent (“floor to
ceiling marble™) palaces. William surprised us by
describing life in Baghdad as pretty peaceful and
saying that he felt generally safe there, and also
painted a more optimistic picture of Iraq and its
prospects than the media does. He was however
fair in balancing the positive and negative fea-
tures and admitted that a better future needed
stronger leadership from the Iraqi government
and more effective measures against insurgency
and corruption.

Palestine was the focus for the Anchor Group,
when they welcomed Pat Price-Tomes to discuss
her role as an Ecumenical Accompanier there. As
part of a World Council of Churches initiative, the
role of the Accompaniers is to offer protection
through nonviolent presence, monitor and report
violations of human rights and international hu-
manitarian law, support acts of nonviolent resis-
tance alongside local Christian and Muslim Pales-
tinians and Israeli peace activists and to stand in
solidarity with the churches and those struggling
against the occupation. On the first of two visits,
Pat spent three months in a tiny Palestinian vil-
lage in the West Bank helping to provide protec-
tion for villagers threatened by fanatical Jewish
settlers. And in January 2006 she was sent to He-
bron, where her role was to accompany and assist
Palestian children in a school close to an illegal
settlement. She explained the background to the
problems in these areas and felt that not enough
was understood about the peoples living there
and the situation on the ground.

Service for the
bereaved

The annual service of remem-
brance and thanksgiving which
Holy Trinity holds for those who
have been bereaved has become a
much appreciated part of village
life. This year's was held on Sun-
day afternoon, 5th November, and
was attended by over 200 people.

Holy Trinity makes an effort to in-
vite those who have recently suf-
fered family loss, but the service is
open to all, and many who still feel
the loss from earlier years come as
an act of remembrance and to give
thanks for lives which have ended.

Catching up on
sermons

It is now even easier to hear a ser-
mon that was given when you
were away for the weekend - or
even, if you are curious but not a
regular churchgoer, to find out
what is being said at Holy Trinity.
You can still ask for an audio tape
of a particular sermon, but Holy
Trinity’s website has introduced a
‘listen again’ feature. It's all on
www.holytrinityclaygate.org.uk,

which also has loads of other info.

ﬁ Vicar was rushed into hospital m
an emergency. Things turned out
better than feared, and the Vicar
sent a message that he'd soon be
back. The Sunday news-sheet pro-
claimed

"God is good.

K The Vicar is better.” /
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Christmas in

Clavygate

Bernie Nolan will
switch us on

Bernie Nolan, the Nolan Sisters’ lead singer
turned actress, breaking into television on
Brookside and more recently best known
as Sgt Sheelagh Murphy in The Bill, comes
to Claygate on 2nd December to switch on
the village’s Christmas lights.

It is just part of Claygate’s biggest winter
event, when the Parade will be closed to
traffic, to allow for children’s rides, stalls,
the Morris Men, the Scout and Guide Band,
children’s performances, carol singing and
a great deal of fun. It all happens as dark-
ness begins to fall, from 4 pm.

Holiday Club in
February

Yes, the good news is that another chil-
dren’s Holiday Club, for school years 1 to
6, is being planned at Holy Trinity for the
February half term. Parents of young chil-
dren in the village will know how popular
this annual event is - last year’s was fully
subscribed within 2 days of booking open-
ing - but there is nothing more to be done
(other than by the hard-working planners,
of course) for the time being. Details will
be announced in January.

Christmas shopping
at Holy Trinity

The Bookstall in the foyer of Holy Trinity
has a huge range of children’s books, Ad-
vent calendars and Christmas cards. It's
open during office hours, from 9 am till 5
pm on Monday and Friday and till 3 pm on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

CONCERTS IN HOLY TRINITY

Saturday 2nd December at 7.30
Ember Choral Society sing
MOZART’S MASS IN C Minor
and SOLEMN VESPERS
Tickets £10 from 01932 781462

Saturday 9th December at 7.30
The Princess Alice Hospice concert
“CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS”
Hosted by Frank Renton, with
Pegasus Chamber Choir and John Bowler
Tickets £15 from the Hospice

Working holiday
in Ukraine

Over the last four years, Holy Trinity has
been building a relationship with two small
and hard-pressed villages in the Trans-
Carpathian region of Ukraine, taking medi-
cal and dental care to them along with
other kinds of support and encourage-
ment. The fourth annual visit by a party
from Claygate will take place at the end of
July next year. For those interested in
getting involved, details are available from
the Church Office.

More about Holy Trinity\

This magazine offers a brief glimpse of
what is going on at Claygate’s parish
church. You can find out more by picking
up a Welcome Pack from the foyer of the
church, or by going to our new website.

You can also keep more closely in touch
by taking out a subscription to have every
monthly issue of Insight delivered to your
door. It costs just £4. Have a word with
the Church Office or Merle Liddiard (see

WELCOME PAGE - 3|

Qack cover for details). /

A message from the Vicar

Together with my family | am looking for-
ward to spending my first Christmas in Clay-
gate. Having arrived in June, | now feel |
know my way around the area, but it will be ®
great to join in the various village Christmas
events for the first time.

At the same time | find that the real Christmas message -
God visiting the earth in Jesus Christ - becomes more impor-
tant to remember every year. Not because the commerciali-
sation of Christmas is becoming steadily worse (although
that may be true), but because each twelve months seems to
bring greater evidence that the world, its communities and
us all are in need of a peace which only God can bring.

Over the coming month at Holy Trinity there are a number of
opportunities to come and discover more about, and cele-
brate, that life-changing and world-changing message of
Christmas. The page opposite gives the details of our serv-
ices. | look forward to seeing you and saying hello.

With all good wishes for Christmas

Philip Plyming

/ WHO’S WHO AT HOLY TRINITY CLAYGATE \

VICAR: THE REVD PHILIP PLYMING
CURATE: THE REVD DAVID KING
LAY ASSISTANT MINISTER: VALERIE BAGLEY
NON-STIPENDIARY MINISTER: THE REVD PROF LINDA MORGAN
COMMUNITY WORKER: STUART WRIGHT
YOUTH WORKER: ASA HUMPHREYS

Phone 01372 463603 Fax 01372 464894
email: churchoffice@holytrinityclaygate.org.uk

\ www. holytrinityclaygate.org.uk /
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“So you’re a clergyman...”

As he prepares to leave Claygate, David King reflects on
what it is like to be a Christian minister in today’s world.

“The bride’s full-skirted gown, with bustle
back, was in magnolia floral brocade. With
it she wore a sweeping veil and a diamante
and pearl bandeau.”

My Mum and Dad were married in 1963. Of
course | cannot imagine that this is particu-
larly significant to any of the readers of In-
sight. However, it was regarded as an item
of significant news by the Surrey Mirror and
County Post as recorded above. The reason
for this was that my Dad was the curate
(assistant minister) at the local church.

When | came across this newspaper article
the other day, it made me realise how
much the position of a clergyman has
changed since the time when my parents
married. Somehow | suspect that Claygate
Life might be rather less interested in Katy
(my wife’s) clothing than they were in my
Mum’s. At the heart of these changes are
changes in the place of the church in the
life of our nation and society.

The first change is that clergy are finding
themselves moving from the centre of soci-
ety, both nationally and locally, to the mar-
gins. Increasingly, but not totally yet, Chris-
tian ministers simply find themselves one of
many voices with no sense of preferential
treatment for greater status.

The second change is that the church is
having to change from being a building into
being a community. In the days when
many believed that all were Christians be-
cause society was Christian, the church was
less of a distinct community, instead it was
seen as being represented most fully by the
clergy. They were the curators of the build-

ing and its services.

Now that the church does not have this
predominant place in society, it is rediscov-
ering itself as a distinct community within
the wider society with the mission of shar-
ing the good news of Jesus with those
around us. As a result, the role of a Chris-
tian minister is increasingly one of equip-
ping and encouraging the members of the
church family to be authentic Christians,
not just being Christian when we gather on
a Sunday, but being witnesses to Jesus
throughout the week.

So my experience is of a role that is mov-
ing from the centre to the margins in a
church which is changing from being an
organisation to being a community. Am |
discouraged by this — not least with all of
the reports of declining church atten-
dance? The answer is no, for two reasons.

The first is that being a community on the
margins is very much what the early
church was and as a result of that position
was better able to be a prophetic voice in
its world, speaking salvation to those
around them.

The second reason for hope was ex-
pressed by Leslie Newbigin (a bishop in
India.) When asked whether he was opti-
mistic or pessimistic about the future of
the church in India, he simply replied, “My
Lord rose from the dead; as a result such
a question has no meaning.” My confi-
dence lies not in the headline fortunes of
the church in England, but in the historical
fact that the Lord of that church has de-
feated death and reigns in heaven.

NEWS - 5 |

Farewell to our
Curate

David King comes to the end of his time in
Claygate this month, having served three
and a half years as Holy Trinity’s Curate.
David, his wife Katy and their young chil-
dren Samuel, William and Georgina, are
moving to Redhill, where David has been
appointed Associate Minister and Director
of Training at Holy Trinity Redhill, with re-
sponsibility for encouraging Christian disci-
pleship and ministry not only in that parish
but in the Deanery of Reigate.

David’s last Sunday at Holy Trinity Clay-
gate will be on 10th December, when he
will preach at all three services. On that
day there will be a lunchtime farewell to
him and the family, with soup and fun and
games for all ages, not to mention an in-
door bouncy castle (possibly not for all
ages!). Tickets are available from the
Church Office.

African Children’s
Choir takes
Claygate by storm

All 500 tickets were sold out well in ad-
vance of the performance of the African
Children’s Choir in Holy Trinity on 12th No-
vember. A choir of twenty-five 7 to 11
year olds delighted the audience with their
irresistibly joyous and exciting song and
dance. Their evident happiness belied their
background as AIDS orphans, destined for
a life of poverty were it not for this initia-
tive to create something positive and pro-
vide the means for them to enjoy an edu-
cation when they return to Africa.

The first African Children’s Choir was
formed 22 years ago, and its success led to
new choirs being formed every year since.
This choir has been touring Britain for the
last three months, winning hearts as well
as raising money wherever they have gone.

Shedding light
in the darkness

Holy Trinity has always pre-
ferred to offer a less spooky
and more positive take on
Halloween, the eve of All
Saints’ Day. The children’s
party - a “Shine Party” - held
at the church on 31st Octo-
ber was a great success, with
68 children having a great
time making candles, deco-
rating biscuits and concen-
trating not on darkness but
on the light that Jesus
brought, and still brings, into
the world.
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AROUND HOLY TRINITY - 7

Learning
from the Bible

The public relations expert is called in to
advise on the best way to launch the new
campaign. The right people have to be en-
gaged and influenced: the rich and power-
ful, the leaders and opinion-formers, the
celebrity movers and shakers. At the cen-
tre of the plan is the right venue for the
event: prestigious, glitzy and expensive.

So where was it that God settled upon for
a dramatic divine entry into the human
world: Jerusalem? Rome, even? Or one
of the other great cities of the ancient
world - Athens perhaps, or Alexandria?

Surely not an out-of-the-way one-horse
town like Bethlehem? And even if there, all
the more reason for its not to be in the
rough outhouse of an over-busy inn? And
yet, as we all know, it was there that Jesus
Christ was born, an event which turned out
to be more earth-shattering than anything
else we can think of.

Bethlehem was a small town a few miles
from Jerusalem. It hardly rated a mention
in the Michelin Guide for the year nought.
The prophet Micah described it as “small
among the clans of Judah”. It had no pre-
tensions to greatness.

Nevertheless, it had some Biblical signifi-
cance. It was where Jacob, called lIsrael,
buried his wife Rachel. It is where Boaz re-
deemed and married Ruth. And it was
where David was born and anointed as
King of Israel, which was why Mary and Jo-
seph (who was a descendant of David)
travelled there for the purpose of the cen-

“Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea,
during the time of King Herod.”

Matthew, chap. 2, verse 1

sus. Moreover, it had been foretold by the
prophet Micah 700 years before Jesus as
the place from which would come “one
who will be ruler over Israel”.

But it was a long way from being the cen-
tre of the universe. For Jesus to be born
there surely emphasises that he came not
to gather an elite around him but to em-
brace ordinary people everywhere, includ-
ing the poor, the meek and the lowly. It
tells us that, unimportant though we may
be in the world, we matter to God.

Phillips Brooks was one of the most nota-
ble American preachers of the nineteenth
century. It was he who gave the sermon
at the funeral of Abraham Lincoln, but
feeling drained by the shock of that assas-
sination and by the civil war generally, he
took a sabbatical and went to the Holy
Land. On Christmas Eve 1865 he rode a
horse into Bethlehem and found himself at
the midnight service at the Church of the
Nativity.

To be there at the birthplace of Jesus at
Christmas was an uplifting and inspiring
experience; with his batteries recharged
he returned to America and wrote one of
our most familiar and best-loved carols, O
little town of Bethlehem. For all the insig-
nificance of the town, he wrote - and we
feel it still, “the hopes and fears of all the
years are met in thee tonight”, for

“in thy dark street shineth
the everlasting light”.

- Scribatius
7o perceive Christmas through its wrapping
becomes more difficult each year. (E B White)

Young people
today....

One of my fondest memories of Christmas
past is when | was given a hand-made
farmyard set by my parents. | proceeded to
play with it at length and short of getting
soil from the garden and trying to sow
wheat on the lounge carpet, | made a rea-
sonable go at getting that farm up and run-
ning throughout the seasons of the follow-
ing year. This is closely followed by the
year when my parents, as a last flourish of
childhood, saved up and delivered a scale
Lego model of an X-Wing fighter. Simply
put, brilliant.

Then of course came the year of Live Aid (it
snowed) and then the year my brother and
Dad took out my sledge and put a tree
through it. Priceless: just like the sledge
had been.

Doing youthwork full-time allows me to see
and share many such memorable childhood
moments throughout the year, but Christ-
mas comes and those times we share with
our families and friends come into sharper
focus. For Christians, this time of year quite
clearly has a special meaning and we take
those chances to enjoy each others’ com-
pany, regardless of where our friends and
families live. Indeed, those who find them-
selves apart from friends and families at
this time of year can find it far from memo-
rable, and so the fellowship in church cele-
brations and festive activities becomes even
more valuable.

However, as lovely as that can be, it is as
nothing compared to the simple truth of
Christmas. Memories of childhood so often
colour our expectations of Christmas. How
often do they live up to those expectations?
Our views of Christmas echo the story of

the man who read Great Expectations and
was asked whether he thought it was any
good. He replied it was not all he had
hoped for.

Christmas, simply put, is clear evidence
that God loves you. Jesus as the Son of
God humbled himself by walking among us
when, if any of us had been given the
choice between heaven and earth, we
would never choose the latter. The Christ-
mas story quite clearly shows the lengths
that God has gone to in order to mend the
relationship between us and him that we
have chosen to break by putting what we
want before not only others, but also be-
fore God.

Jesus, his birth, his life, his death and his
raising to life again all show us that God
loves us. God sent his son to earth for us;
Jesus chose to die for us despite his peace-
ful innocence; and the power of God raised
him from death. This simply allows us to
have a new relationship with God, if we
but acknowledge him as God and try to put
him first.

The lovely fellowship, food and festivities
of Christmas are all fantastic, but if that is
the extent of our expectations we are
missing the true gift of Christmas, namely
the chance for life in all its fullness and the
same power that raised Jesus from the
dead at our disposal in our everyday lives.
Take it from me, that truly is better; even
than a scale Lego model of an X-Wing
fighter.

Asa

From another magazine:

"Christmas Fayre.
A good chance to get rid of
anything unwanted.
Bring your husband.”
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The Hub - the place to be!

Lee Jones writes about Holy Trinity's latest initiative for 11 to 15 year olds.

The Hub is now a third of the way through
the planned sixteen week programme and
Stu Wright, Andrew Cowie, Dan Ludding-
ton, Pru Bodger and myself have found
great blessing and delight in being a part
of it. We prayed that at least 12 young
people might become members of the
group and our prayers were answered
when this was exceeded. Not only did 16
young people arrive at the first session,
but we have been greatly encouraged by
the consistently high attendance.

Several ex-members of DV8 (a group for
older teenagers from the Claygate commu-
nity) have been coming along too, acting
as a helpful bridge between the young
people and leaders. It is wonderful to see
how ex-DV8-ers have grown in faith and
can speak with such conviction to others
about Jesus. We are particularly thankful
to have Neil and Twig McKinnon who in-
spire us by their commitment.

Talks at The Hub are guided by the Alpha
Course, but they're tailored to this particu-
lar age group. Each session starts with a
meal which comes “Special Delivery” from
Raz’s Kebab Take-Away in the Parade - our

version of the Alpha Supper. One of the
leaders or a special guest will then present
a talk and the young people have amazed
us by their attentiveness and curiosity; the
talks have been lively and interactive. We
have a keen sense that the Holy Spirit is at
work at this time and afterwards, when we
split into two groups to discuss questions
arising from the talk.

From the very first session the young peo-
ple were asking us more questions that we
had planned to ask them. These were of-
ten very profound “meaning of life” type
questions which we are more accustomed
to hear from older people. The desire the
young people have for God in their lives
does not seem to be obscured at all — it is
so much more obvious than any of us had
anticipated. Perhaps we should not have
been so surprised that God is at work in this
way and is just waiting for us to take the
opportunity to work for his Kingdom.

The sessions end with an opportunity to
play on the multitude of computer games
and we hope this helps the young people to
unwind and have a chance to mull over
what we've talked about.

/Stuart Wright adds: The Hub runs
every Thursday in Church House, Clay-
gate. You can see what goes on from the
article above. It's all about getting con-
nected with God! Asked to describe it in a
word, the young people say “Food!”
“Wicked!”  “Learning!”  “Educational!”
“Fun!” “Games!” “For everyone!” “Cool!”
“Awesome!” “Excellent!”.

We are fully booked till Easter but we are
interested in hearing from any young per-
\son or parent enquiring about the next

~
course. Contact Stu on 07867 888999 if
you are interested!

If you want to know more about the Com-
munity Work at Holy Trinity - The Claygate
Saints (football team), Falcon Camps
(activity holidays) and START (a place for
anyone who believes in God but is not sure
about church), then go to the website:
www. holytrinityclaygate.org.uk/community.
htm. Or just contact Stu.

We'd love to hear from you!
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Whistling a happy tune

What we do in November to mark Remem-
brance Sunday changes little from year to year
but the ceremony round the War Memorial in
Claygate never ceases to move us, especially
because members of our armed forces con-
tinue to face danger and death serving abroad.
This year | was greatly touched by the music
played by the First Claygate Scout and Guide
Band before the two minute silence and formal
proceedings. It was not solemn or funereal but
cheerful, even jaunty. This seemed entirely
right. Military music is essentially tuneful and
optimistic. There are fine slow marches and la-
ments but it's not long before the order ‘Quick
march’ is barked out, the big drum thunders
out the beat, the band strikes up a catchy tune
and the troops move briskly off. The Last Post
is always followed by the Reveille.

This mixture of sadness and cheerfulness is
poignant. We felt it again that very evening at
the wonderful concert given by the African
Children’s Choir at Holy Trinity. Here were
twenty-five exuberantly happy children from
Kenya and Uganda singing and dancing their
hearts out in a string of upbeat numbers cul-
minating in the gospel classic ‘O happy day'.
And yet we knew that their lives were deeply
tinged with sadness: all had lost parents be-
cause of poverty or disease. And we heard of
the charitable work the Choir is doing in a part
of South Africa devastated by AIDS.

Keeping cheerful, whistling a happy tune, is of
course useful when things are going badly. It
boosts morale and builds a sense of unity. But
for the Christian it's deeper than that. Life is
shot through with tragedy but we believe the
biggest truth of all is a happy one: that what-
ever one’s experience of life so far, God’s love
is available for all who will accept it, and it will
outlast everything else. Memo to church or-
ganist: keep the music cheerful!

John Alpass

By the grace of God

A man died and went to Heaven.

St Peter met him at the Pearly Gates
with an explanation: "Here's how it
works. You need 100 points to make it
into heaven. You tell me all the good
things you've done, and | give you a
certain number of points for each item,
depending on how good it was. When
you reach 100 points, you get in."

"Okay," said the man, "I was married
to the same woman for 50 years and
never cheated on her, even in my
heart."

"That's wonderful,” said St Peter,
"that's worth three points!"

"Three points?" the man responded,
slightly concerned. "Well, | attended
church all my life and supported its
ministry with my tithe and service."

"Terrific!" said St Peter. "That's cer-
tainly worth a point."

"One point!?!" groaned the man, now
getting really worried. "Well, | started a
soup kitchen in my city and worked in a
shelter for the homeless."

"Fantastic, that's good for two more
points,” St Peter said.

"Two points!" the man cried. "At this
rate the only way I'll get into Heaven is
by the grace of God!"

St Peter smiled and nodded, "At last
you understand! 100 points! Come on
in, my son!"

/What makes life dreary is absence of
motive. What makes life complicated
is multiplicity of motive. What makes
life victorious is singleness of motive.

k - George Eliot
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What is Family Time?

Family Time is a ten week course on family life
and parenting children. It is a course about
life skills that talks about adopting a life style
that creates a rhythm in the life for families.
The creators of the course, a couple who have
five children, developed Family Time as a
course that seeks to equip and envision you,
not just for your children but for life!

Why have a course on parenting?
Parenting at times can seem like a constant
juggling act as we race from one activity to the
next. Family Time is an opportunity for par-
ents to take time out to reflect and gain inspi-
ration so we can confidently raise our families
in an atmosphere of fun. When we become
parents we are entrusted with lives that we will
inevitably mould and shape - both by what we
do and by what we don't do. Our hopes,
dreams and immense joy we feel as we give
our new born baby their first cuddle can some-
how fade as we face the day-to-day challenges
of sleepless nights, toddler tantrums, getting
homework done. Parenting is a skill and yet
few of us are trained for it in any way apart
from our own experience of being parented.
Many of us are fortunate to have very positive
experiences to draw on while some of us carry
the scars from dysfunctional family back-
grounds into our current family lives. Building
on the previous successful parenting courses
run at Holy Trinity, Family Time was developed
as a way to support today’s parents to raise to-
morrow’s adults. It has been run successfully
in many churches, as well as schools, both
here in the UK and abroad. It's a very practical
\and ‘down to earth’ course.

Family Time comes to Claygate!

\

Who is the course for?

It is for anyone who is a parent, from those
who have young babies to those who have
teenagers. If you are parenting on your own,
or with a spouse or partner. If you have one
child or ten! If you are a regular churchgoer or
have never stepped foot in a church. For those
who are finding being a parent ‘kind of tough
going’ at the moment or those who are loving
every minute of it!

Comments from others who have
done the course:

“The course has given a real sense of direction
for our own lives as well as the way we parent
our children”.

“l have found the course very supportive and
enlightening”.

“l feel I have been given a gift of a very full
tool kit to use for the rest of my life”.

What format does the course take?

A typical evening begins with a talk which will
be followed by refreshments and then smaller
discussion groups. The topics covered include
having a vision for our family, how to reach our
children’s hearts, our examples as parents, love
and relationships, communication, discipline,
our values, faith and other influences on our
families. The course has its own handbook as
well as a book for further reference.

How do I find out more?

If you would like further information about
Family Time please contact the Church Office.
The course will start on 1st March with breaks
for the school holidays.

Sarah Armitage

J
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So what is it all about, this Christmas thing?
It seems to come around earlier every year.
As | write, my wife is off to her Pilates
class’s Christmas party and it's still only
mid-November! Is there more to Christmas
than worrying about what to buy, when to
shop and where we're going to spend
Christmas? Will | actually be able to fit in
the odd seasonal drink before it's all over?

Isn't Jesus meant to be wrapped up in all of
this, somewhere behind the mince pies, the
carol singers and the hope for snow on
Christmas Day? Mind you, after reading the
Da Vinci Code you might find it hard to take
Jesus seriously if what Dan Brown says
about him and Mary Magdalene is true.
Who can you trust nowadays?

Yes, who can you trust? As a Christian |
can read the Da Vinci Code and feel com-
fortable that it's all a work of fiction. But
how can | be so sure? Where is my evi-
dence to refute Dan Brown’s novel? How
can | see the real Christmas behind all the
tinsel? How can you be sure?

If you're interested in finding out what
Christians actually believe, why the evi-
dence is so one-sided against the claims of
\the Da Vinci Code and how you might come

What’s it all about?

Mark Chapman came along to an Alpha course in 2002 and
now acts as a host on the course run at Holy Trinity

~

to know God himself then may | suggest
you give the Alpha course a try?

The Alpha course is a fun way to explore
the claims of Christianity. We feed you a
delicious meal after a busy day, there's a
short talk about an aspect of the Christian
faith such as “Christianity: Boring, Untrue,
Irrelevant?” and then there’s a chance for
you to get together and discuss the talk or
any aspect of Christianity. No holds
barred. You can ask the vicar why he’s so
convinced Jesus didn't marry Mary Mag-
dalene. You can ask what's the point of it
all and what has Christianity got to do with
the 21st century?

Whatever conclusions our guests come to,
we find they enjoy the course, the chance
to debate the big issues and to make
friends in a relaxed environment. So if you
want to find out what's it all about, come
along to our next Alpha course. You can
get the details from our website or by ring-
ing the church office. There’s no obligation
to continue after the first session but it's
hard to resist the next instalment of why
God so loves the world that he sent his
Son to put the world right again. That's
the true meaning of Christmas. )

(And we offer a lot more:

Like for example

» The Jigsaw Playgroup

e START, for unchurchy people

* The Bereavement Support Group

e The Care Team for the housebound
* The Marriage Course
« Elmbridge Credit Union
« Claygate Men'’s Fellowship
« Children’s Holiday Clubs
Do ask for more information!




