
Sunday 30 May  Pentecost / Whit Sunday / World Focus Sunday
Gerard Charles speaks at all three services

Tuesday 1 June  Youth update and prayers with Asa, 9.30 am & 7 pm
Wednesday 2 June Holy Communion at 11 am, followed by a light lunch
Thursday 3 June  Anchor: Michael Webb-Peploe on the meaning of care  
Friday 4 June  Taizé evening at Christ Church Esher, 8.30 pm
Sunday 6 June  Trinity Tea (5pm) and Songs of Praise (6.30 pm)
Monday 7 - 11 June  Senior Holiday at Pilgrim Hall
Sunday 13 June  Euro 2004 on the big screen in Church Hall, 7.45 pm
Wednesday 16 June  Ladies Night at Café Piccolo in Esher, 8 pm
Saturday 19 June  Monthly Parish Walk in the Surrey countryside
Saturday 19 June  Riverside Opera Gala Concert in church, 7.30 pm (£10)
Saturday 26 June   Welcome Supper for newcomers to Holy Trinity, 8 pm
Saturday 3 July  David King ordained priest, Guildford Cathedral
Thursday 15 July  Men’s curry evening at Claygate Tandoori, 8 pm
Saturday 17 July  Claygate Flower Show
Sunday 18 July  Ecumenical service on Recreation Ground, 5 pm
Sunday 18 July  Confirmation Service at Holy Trinity, 6.30 pm

 REGULAR SUNDAY SERVICES

Evening PrayerMorning PraiseHoly Communion (trad)5th Sunday

Evening PrayerHoly Communion Ord.
1

Holy Communion BCP4th Sunday
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Morning PraiseHoly Communion (trad)2nd Sunday

Evening PrayerMorning Praise Holy Communion (trad)1st Sunday 
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WEEKDAY SERVICES
    Monthly on a Wednesday (see diary above):  Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
    2nd and 4th Wednesdays, at 2 pm:  Toddlers' Praise (in the Church Hall)
    Every Wednesday, at 7 am: Prayers for 30 minutes (in the Quiet Room)
    Every Thursday, at 3.45 pm:  Intercessions (in the Quiet Room)

    Monthly on a Thursday, at 11.45 am at Wingham Court:  Holy Communion 
    4th Thursday in month, at 11.30 am at the Day Centre:  Holy Communion  

HOLY TRINITY’S
PATRONAL FESTIVAL

For a church named after the Trinity, Trinity
Sunday has a special significance.  As has
become our custom, Holy Trinity will be
marking the day, 6th June, with a Trinity Tea in
the Church Hall at 5 pm.  It is open to all, but to
help with the catering, please book with the
Church Office.

The service which follows, at 6.30 pm, is our
popular “Songs of Praise”.  Requests for your
favourite hymns will be taken, and the evening
is always a treat for hymn-lovers.

Many people find the concept of the Trinity a
difficult one and, if you are among them, turn
the page because David King has grasped the
nettle on your behalf.

The Trinity now has extra significance for us
because “Trinity” is the name taken for the new
Sunday evening session which Stuart is leading
at Claygate Youth Club. 

 INSIDE THIS
MONTH'S

MAGAZINE

THE TRINITY IS TREASURE 
David takes over the page 2 slot

WHEN A YOUTH WORKER GOES
SICK

Asa on how well the challenge was
met - page 5

REPORT ON THE APCM
This month’s Centre Feature 

NEW FACES ON THE PCC 
Personal profiles - page 8

and all our usual features
to keep you in touch with

your church’s life and
work! 



I know you don’toften see me in
church, Vicar,but I visit your website

every week”
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 CONCERTS IN  
 HOLY TRINITY 

On Saturday 19th June at 7.30 pm
RIVERSIDE OPERA 

presents an exhilarating evening of
choruses, solos and ensembles

 from your favourite operas
(Toreadors’ March from Carmen, Easter

Hymn from Cavalleria Rusticana, chorus of
the Hebrew Slaves from Nabucco etc)

Tickets cost £10 from 01372 460257
(7-9 pm only, from 11th June)

Flying start for
Fairtrade stall

Stocks were almost exhausted in brisk
trading at the launch on 16th May of Holy
Trinity’s new stall selling Traidcraft goods.
It offers a range of food items - tea, coffee,
chocolate, pasta etc - and a catalogue from
which other goods can be ordered.
Run by a team of volunteers, each with their
own area of responsibility, it will be opening
for business once a month, after the All Age
service on the third Sunday of each month.
We are assured that it will be fully restocked
when it opens on 20th June. 

 NEWS IN BRIEF 
At the AGM of the Men’s

Fellowship last month, Keith
Havelock was elected as the
new Chairman, and Brian
Howells and Chris Kingston as
new members of the
Committee.

The Pathfinders’ famine
mentioned in our April issue
raised a magnificent total of
£1275.35 for World Vision.

The Jigsaw Playgroup plant,
cake and toy sale, and coffee
morning mentioned in last
month’s article about the
Children’s Garden being devel-
oped at Holy Trinity, raised
£274.15. 

Praying for our youth work
Now that Asa is back with us, this may be the
time to remind readers that there are regular
opportunities to get up-to-date news on Holy
Trinity’s children’s and youth work and to
pray for the needs it has.  The next prayer
meetings with Asa take place on Tuesday 1st
June, in the Quiet Room, at 9.30 am and 7
pm, whichever suits you best. 

England v France 
at Holy Trinity

Among the initiatives springing from the
Evangelism Team is Euro 2004 football on a
large screen in the Church Hall, to which
church members can invite other football
fans to join us.  We start with the England v
France match on Sunday 13th June.  There
are invitations in the church foyer for you to
give to non-church members.  If you want to
know more, Simon Winchcombe is your man
(01372 812171).

Men’s curry evenings
From the same stable came the idea of
inviting friends and neighbours to join men
from Holy Trinity at the Claygate Tandoori.
The first evening went well, and another will
be held on Thursday 15th July at 8 pm.

Ladies’ social evenings
The fairer sex are off to the Café Piccolo in
Esher High Street for the same purpose, of
inviting friends who are not Christians to
meet Christians for an informal supper
together.  The date is Wednesday 16th June at
8 pm. Enquiries to Vicki Schmidt on 01372
469439.

These and other opportunities for a “Time to
share” are listed in an Evangelism Team
leaflet available in the church foyer.   

 FINANCE REVIEW
Please remember to complete your Finance

Review pledge form and return it to Kim
Aitchison, our Pledge and Gift Secretary, by

6th June if at all possible. 

This applies even if you are not proposing
any change in your giving this year: it helps
enormously for us to know that rather than to

be left uncertain.

Taizé worship
It is a while since we mentioned the regular
Taizé evenings which Churches Together
organise, so here is notice that the next is at
Christ Church Esher, at 8.30 pm on Friday 4th
June.

 Our Curate to be
ordained priest

The Ordination service in which David King,
and other deacons in the Guildford Diocese,
will be ordained priest takes place at Guild-
ford Cathedral at 5.30 pm on Saturday 3rd
July.  

The practice is for those to be ordained to go
on retreat in the days before the service, and
this year the retreat is being led by Julian,
who will also be preaching the sermon at the
Ordination service.
Please pray for David as he prepares for this
important step in his ministry and - as Julian
said at the APCM - has to suffer listening to
more talks from his Vicar!

Meg Merrifield
Meg, our mission link with CMS in Kenya,
was home for a short break and was
interviewed by Julian at the 10 o’clock
service on 9th May about the life, work
and needs of the Bishop Hannington
Institute in Mombasa.

Awayday for
new PCC

The newly elected Church Council held
their first meeting on 15th May.  As has
become the custom for the first meeting
after the annual elections, they went away
to Brook Place in Chobham for an
extended meeting, allowing for more
contemplative discussions than when
day-to-day business is considered on a
Monday evening at Holy Trinity.

One matter discussed was the Annual
Church Meeting and what changes might
attract not only larger numbers but a more
representative cross-section of the church
family.Congratulations to Christ Church

Our neighbours in Esher have been
celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the
church.  They held a reception for invited
guests and a Sunday lunch for the congre-
gation.  David Bentley, Rector of Esher
before leaving in 1987 to become Bishop of
Lynn, and now recently retired as Bishop of
Gloucester, returned to preach.
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For their May meeting, Anchor members
had a marvellous evening with John Alpass
at the church organ. He explained the basic
principles of how the organ works and
showed us examples of the many different
sounds and pitches produced by combina-
tions of different stops. Several of us "had a
go" and experimented with the manuals, the
stops and the pedals. Rachel Thomson
played the flute which John then reproduced
(or nearly) on the organ and he did the same
with a trumpet (another of his hidden
talents!). 
Claygate's is a 3 manual electronic organ
which is quite big - an equivalent pipe organ

would have too many pipes to fit the church.
Many pipe organs now have electronic
power, but only an electronic organ can
change both the key and the pitch electroni-
cally. 

John finished by playing us a superb Bach
Fugue which rounded off an exceptionally
enjoyable evening. 

Next month we welcome Michael Webb-
Peploe, at 15 Claremont  Road as usual.

Please pray for:

The new Sunday evening arrangements for
teenagers. Stuart is leading ‘Trinity’ in the
Elm Road Youth Club and Asa is leading the
‘Youth Fellowship’ in Church House. This
started in May and promises to be a good
development of our Youth work, having the
two groups running in parallel.

The Trinity Tea and Songs of Praise on 6th
June and the Holiday week at Pilgrim Hall
from 7th to 11th June.

The trip to the Ukraine in July. There will be
an update at all the Sunday services on 13th
June, explaining who is going, what the
programme entails and how those not going
can get involved in the project.

The pre-ordination retreat for those being
made priest at the beginning of July. Julian
has been asked to lead that retreat and then
to preach in the Cathedral at the ordination
on Saturday 3rd July.
The meeting of the General Synod of the
Church of England in York from 9th to 13th
July.

Those preparing for baptism and confirma-
tion on Sunday 18th July. Just under thirty
from Holy Trinity are involved and the
service, at 6.30 pm in our church, will be a
special celebration of their faith in Christ in
front of family and friends.

“Soul in the City” at West End. From 26th to
30th July  there will be a programme of day
and evening mission events on the West End
Recreation Ground, run by Esher Green
Baptist Church, Walton Baptist Church,
Molesey Community Church and Holy
Trinity Claygate.

Arrangements for our Children’s Groups on a
Sunday and all children’s and teenagers
houseparties and camps during the summer
holiday period.

Matthew 7.7:
Jesus said: ‘Ask and it will be given you; seek
and you shall find; knock and the door will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks
receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who
knocks the door will be opened’.

Elected to serve on your behalf
As our centre feature this month explains, elections at the 

Annual Church Meeting resulted in three new faces on the Church Council.  
On this page, we tell you a little more about each of them. 

Current matters for your prayers
One of the reasons for the information in this magazine is to help us know what is
going on, so that we know what we should be praying for. As well as informing us,

our reading of the magazine should also move us to pray.

Learning about the king of instruments

TJ Aylmer-Hall
TJ (Tracy-Jane, since you ask) was born in
Winchester and is now 39 (but not for long,
she says!).  She spent her childhood not only
there but in Clitheroe (Lancs), Paisley
(Scotland), Boston (Massachusetts) and San
Jose (California).  She trained as a paediatric
and general nurse but, giving up nursing on
health grounds, then spent some years
nannying.

As a teenager TJ was an active member of
Christ Church Winchester, where she got to
know Richard in “Super Senior Path-
finders”.  They have been married for
almost 16 years and their young son James
starts at Esher Church School in September.
She helps Richard to run Holy Trinity’s
Communications Team and is on the
Toddlers’ Praise committee. She enjoys
countryside walks, children’s literature and
classical music, and goes to Pilates classes
to keep her chronic back problem under
control (hence no more gymnastics and
marathon running!).

Lesley Cross
Lesley was born in Selukwe, Rhodesia, in
1950 but moved to South Africa in 1962,
finishing her schooling in Durban, where
she was also a member of the Methodist
Church. With a working background as a
beauty therapist, in administration and
caring work, she moved to Esher in 1998,
when she married Kim.  After Methodism
and the Pioneer People, she has been a
member of Holy Trinity for 2½ years, having
found here, she says, a warm and caring
welcome.  She has been involved with crèche
duties, the Sunday school and the church
bookstall.

Away from church, Lesley enjoys her family
(three wonderful children and three
gorgeous grandsons), swimming, walking,

reading, crosswords and (just starting) a
little golf. 

Jem Salter

Jem might be the first to chuckle at the idea
of his being a new face.  In fact, his first
experience as a member of the PCC was at
the beginning of Bob Hyatt’s ministry and,
having been asked by Bob to head up Holy
Trinity’s 150th Anniversary committee, he
was persuaded in the anniversary year (1990)
to become Churchwarden.  His term of office
- “a truly exciting time”, says Jem - covered
Bob’s final year with us, the interregnum
and Julian’s first year here. From 1994 he
was Treasurer to the Building Project and for
the last three years he has been deputy to
Barry Wakefield as Church Treasurer. He
has now been asked to succeed Barry, and
that will be his main focus on his return to
membership of the PCC.

Jem is the youngest of three brothers brought
up in Meadow Road by their mother, being
only six weeks old when his father left for the
Far East in October 1941, never to return (see
the war memorial behind the pulpit).  He and
his brothers, with their grandfather, sang in
the choir at Christ Church Esher but he was
“given a free transfer” to Holy Trinity when
he married Rosemary here in 1967 (he now
claims the unprecedented and unique
distinction of being a Holy Trinity
Churchwarden’s husband).  They have two
sons and, as Jem puts it, one and two-thirds
grandchildren.

Jem is a life-long member of the Scout
movement and in particular of “the best
Scout Group in the world” - 1st Claygate, of
course.
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In the church's year everything exciting seems to happen between December and May. We
have Christmas, Lent, Easter, the Ascension and Pentecost. It is heady stuff indeed. However,
come June everything seems to come to a juddering grinding stop. For the next six months the
Anglican church expects us to celebrate the Trinity – a topic most often regarded like a faintly
embarrassing relative. The one who has to be invited to family functions, but will say
inappropriate things at the worst possible time. 

The reason for this embarrassment lies, I think, in the countless attempts to try and explain
how God can be both three and one, often by devising illustrations which cause more
problems than they solve. I was once told that the three persons of the Trinity were like the
three legs of a stool. This would be useful if I wanted to sit on God, but not much help in
understanding him. So too often we stop at thinking that the doctrine of the Trinity is a bizarre
mathematical problem. In reality it is much more than this.

The Trinity reminds us that there is loving relationship within the very life of God. He isn't
some lonely bearded man in the sky, but three persons, Father, Son and Spirit in a loving and
self-giving relationship. God's love is not just a feeling he might have for us some of the time,
but fundamental to who he is. So we don't need to live in fear that we might do something so
terrible that God's 'feelings' might change, instead we know that he is always and eternally
loving.

The Trinity also reminds us that Jesus is fully God. When Jesus says whoever "has seen me
has seen the Father" and when Paul writes "he is the image of the invisible God" they are
asserting that when we look at Jesus we really do see the whole of God. We live in a time when
our world either says we do not know what God is like since he could be found in Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism or 'New Age Spiritualities' or it says that God is whoever or whatever we
want it to be. The Trinity shows us that we do not need to live in doubt or uncertainty as to
what God is like. 

Finally the Trinity reminds us that we are not alone. Since Easter we have been looking in
church at the 'inner life' of walking with God. If we are honest though, it can often feel that we
are not so much walking with God when we pray and read the Bible, but shouting to him. We
slip into thinking that God is far off and difficult to reach, that our prayers have to travel
upwards, through the ceiling, through the roof and then into space and after all that, if we are
lucky, God might just hear us. 

A faith in God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit transforms our inner life. Paul speaks of this in
Romans 8. There he writes of God the Spirit within us praying through us and on our behalf,
even when words are not up to the task of expressing our deepest desires, concerns, grief and
hopes. He also writes of Jesus the Son standing next to his Father in heaven praying on our
behalf. The other day Katy, Samuel and I were having a hug, when along came William to
join in. I bent down and picked him up so that he would be at the centre of the hug. When Paul
prayed and when we pray, the reality, however we might feel on any particular occasion, is
that we are caught up into the very centre of God himself. 

So the 'doctrine' of the Trinity is not an embarrassment, but one of the Church's greatest
treasures. As we seek to 'strengthen that inner life of walking with our God' we know that we
do not do so alone, rather God picks us up to be with him.

Parish
Personalities
This month Moira Wakefield faces the Insight
Inquisition.

Where were you brought up?  
In Wimbledon Park.
How long have you lived in Claygate?  
For 18 years.
What do you like most about it?    
It still manages to retain that friendly village
atmosphere that brought us here originally.
And if there was one thing you could change?   
The squashing in of more and more houses.
Where would you locate your ideal home?  Six
months a year by an English coast and 6
months by an Australian one - summer in
each of course!
What is the least welcome part of your daily
round?   
Cleaning and food shopping.
Which personal trait do you struggle most to
overcome?   
Indecisiveness.
What food are you most partial to?  
That’s easy - chocolate!.
And leave on the side of your plate?
Liver, sprouts and cooked carrots.
What do you watch on television? 
ER, Friends and sport. 
What would your desert island book be? 
A very large word puzzle book.
What is your favourite music? 
Marvin Gaye, Simply Red, Jamiroquai and
Sting would be in the top ten!
And your favourite hymn?    
“All I once held dear”, among others.
Which passage of the Bible is most telling for
you personally?  
Psalm 139.
Do you have an unfulfilled ambition?
To learn the piano, and take a gap year!

I������J
From the 

Parish Registers

We welcome into the family of the
Church:

Jack Alfie Harris
Lucy Grace Kemp

(both baptised on 2nd May)

We offer sympathy to the 
relatives and friends of:
Veronica Agnes Hyde

(25th March)
Saskia Hinde
(25th March)

Thomas Sayers
(2nd April)

Louise Melinda Harle
(18th April)

Kathleen Matthews
(23rd April)

Pauline Janet Bassett
(24th April)

June Rosemary Samuel
(3rd May)

Joan Isabel Kirkham
(11th May)

Michael Howorth
(15th May)

I������J
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A Moment to 
Meditate

 “There is great gain in godliness
combined with contentment.”

             1 Timothy, chap. 6, verse 67

No, please do not allow a casual reading of
the text at the head of the page to lead you to
think that these reflections will be promoting
the idea of prosperity theology - that faith
brings material rewards.  In recent times, the
prayer of Jabez, who asked God to enlarge his
territory and was given it (1 Chronicles 4.10),
has been used to that end. There are certainly
those who push the line that the more you
give, the more God will reward you with
material benefits.  One problem with this is
that those peddling such ideas all too often
expect the initial giving to come in their
direction. 

Paul’s letter to Timothy contains a warning to
those tempted to come to God with the wrong
motives.  This is the passage from which
come those familiar phrases about the love of
money being the root of all evil, and that, just
as we brought nothing into the world, we take
nothing out of it.  Those who want to be rich
fall into temptation, says Paul, and so much
of our experience and observation surely tells
us that he was right.  It can only be false
teaching, he says, that leads people to
imagine that godliness is a means of gain.

Having made that point, Paul feels the need to
emphasise that godliness does indeed entail
benefits.  But they are in terms of
contentment rather than material wealth. For
those who are godly acquire a  different
perspective on the world, seeing it through
eyes that are attuned to God’s perspective of
the world he created. They recognise more
easily the emptiness of so many worldly
concerns and the true worth of a closeness to
God and his eternal values.  

With godliness, therefore, comes
contentment.  Once we have discovered what
really matters, the shifting sands of worldly
life recede in importance, we have achieved a
state of independence from the changing
circumstances around us, less prone to be
affected, tempted or thrown off course by
them. We recognise that what we have found

in God is sufficient for us: we need ask for
nothing more and it will carry us not only
through this life but to the life beyond, thus
bestowing more gain on us than any material
wealth ever could.

Paul wrote to the Philippians “I have learned
to be content with whatever I have”.  But
especially perhaps in the kind of society in
which we live, we don’t always find it easy,
do we?  As we grow in faith, however, our
contentment with what that faith gives us,
resting above all else in God’s bountiful
nature, will grow as well, and it will truly be a
great gain in our lives.            

                              - Scribatius           

On contentment

He that is down needs fear no
       fall,
He that is low, no pride:
He that is humble ever shall
Have God to be his guide.

I am content with what I have,
Little be it or much:
And, Lord, contentment still I
       crave;
Because thou savest such.

                       John Bunyan

Young people
today....
Well, it has been too long since I could put
pen to paper (so to speak) so it is good to be
back.  As such I thought I’d take this
opportunity to fill you in on all that has gone
on in my absence.  Having been ill for four
months with labyrinthitis there were times
when I thought that I’d never be well enough
to return to work and, even if I did, whether
there would be any Youthwork left to do after
such an absence! 

I need not have worried. I am grateful to my
very core to Jon Hidden, Hilary Coy, Julian
Coy and Yvonne Kelly for carrying on the
Youth Fellowship in my absence. Indeed the
Besom project in Claygate (as featured in
last month’s magazine) shows just how
much YF grew in my absence. 

One of my young people said that they had
missed me, but that my absence had meant
that they had to take more responsibility for
their own faith. This is where Besom came
from. But as well as this I am detecting a
keener interest from YF to learn more about
personal faith. They have even asked to be
challenged more, which I am more than
happy to do!

Another aspect of my work is doing a Chris-
tian Union at Hinchley Wood School, which I
was afraid may have folded in the last 4
months. But on the contrary, I return to find
that the pupils have taken up my challenge
from before Christmas, to take more respon-
sibility for their faith, and are running the
group themselves. Not only that, they are
inviting their friends too! Amazing. 

It is so encouraging to see that these young
people have listened to the challenges in the
Bible and have acted upon it.  I shall be
returning to help them 

out in their witness, but they have made that
crucial step where they are no longer
relying on someone from outside to do 
the work for them, but are confident enough
in their faith as a group of just 5 or 6 teenage
Christians to share their faith in a very diffi-
cult environment. I am sure there is a lesson
there for all of us. 

This term is an important one for all of my
young people as they all have exams, so we
are running revision and tuition classes to
help them out and hopefully provide a forum
for them to invite their friends as well.
Exams are a very stressful time for our
young people and so if you could pay a
special attention to that in your prayers this
term I know that they would appreciate it. 

I am so grateful to be back at work and
thankful for all the support I have received.
I am looking forward to slowly getting back
to full fitness so that I can repay that debt of
gratitude.

A warm welcome back to 
Asa Humphreys as he resumes 
his series of articles focusing on

young people at Holy Trinity

A Sunday school teacher asked her class,
"What was Jesus' mother's name?" 

One child answered, "Mary." 

The teacher then asked, "Who knows
what Jesus' father's name was?" 

A small boy said, "Verge." 

Confused, the teacher asked, "Where did
you hear that?"

The boy said, "Well, they are always
talking about  Verge ‘n' Mary.

SMILE PLEASE!

Insight
The next issue will be for July and
August and will be the last for two
months.  So please do not miss this
opportunity to get something into the
magazine before the summer is over.
Contributions to the Editor by Friday
18th June please.


