HTC News

God’s call
to Seniors’ Ministry

Pippa Cramer has now joined the
staff team at HTC as Seniors Ministry
Assistant. She took up her post at
the beginning of May.

Together with Mike Harle and
Valerie Bagley, her role will be to
look at developing the range of

opportunities open to Seniors at
HTC. She will be focussing
particularly on fellowship, worship
and helping people to grow in faith
individually and as a community.

Continued on page 3...
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Our vision is:

» more followers of Jesus
» deeper followers of Jesus
» closer followers of Jesus

22 June
‘Who is Jesus?’

1& 13 July
‘Who is the Holy
Spirit?’

3.30- 6pm



Caring For The Bereaved

HTC’s Bereavement Visiting Team
care for those who have been
bereaved in our parish. Some-
times people within our own
church family lose someone
close to them and we may not
hear about it, if the funeral takes
place elsewhere. So do let us
know if you, or someone you
know, would welcome a phone
call, visit, or any other support
from one of our visiting team.

Contact Valerie Bagley (Director

Thanksgivings

We ask God to bless the marriages of
Tom Ross & Fran Hunt 15 May
Dave Johnston & Claire Weaver

22 May

We thank God for the baptisms of

Lauralie Flagg, 11 April
Henry Gilchrist &

Lucas de la Touche

Marcus Ferreira-Lay, 16 May
Aioife O’Brien,

Emma O’Brien &

Serena Starbuck

Oliver Leader, 13 June
Amelia Wood &

Isla Wright

We thank God for the lives of

Janet Dewey 18 March
David Taylor 2 April
Joan Bennet 8 April
Betty Dear 12 April
Dorothy Knight 19 April
Roger Wood 20 April
Roy Baird 26 April
Richard Clarkson 6 May
Linda Antell 20 May
Myrtle Rose 1 June
Jane Pitcairn 3 June

Letter from the Vicar

We’ve got there! As HTC News goes to press we
are in the finishing straight for the Mission of God
series that we started last September. We have
spent the last year getting to grips with the big
story of the Bible and what it tells us about
God’s mission to and in the world.

The feedback | have received is that people have appreciated
looking at the Bible as a whole and especially understanding more
how the Old Testament relates to the New. Comments from small
group leaders have also been positive, and | want to say a big thank
you to Mike Harle for writing study notes to go along with each
sermon. No mean feat! And a thank you also to Jill Griffiths for
ensuring that all the children’s groups stayed with the themes as we
walked through the Bible study. We have really enjoyed talking to
our boys over Sunday lunch about the themes we have all looked at
together, and many other families have made similar comments to
me.

We’ll be concluding the series with a special weekend on 2 - 4 July.
Jill Griffiths and | are planning a Mission of God Prayer Labyrinth that
will build on the success of the one we did during Lent. Then on
Sunday 4 July as well as reviewing the whole journey in our four
services, we will also be having a celebration lunch.

While the series will be over, however, the important work carries on.
As | said back in September the aim of the Mission of God series was
not simply to expand our knowledge of the Bible story, but rather to
develop our interest and participation in what God is doing in the
world today. That is why | am so excited about the Finding Our
Place seminars taking place in the second half of June. | am praying
that they will help each one of us clarify how God wants to use us in
his mission in the world. For many that will be an affrmation of a way
we already participate in God’s work, but for some that may be
something very new. My experience, however, is that there is
nothing more fulfiling than knowing and doing what God has called
you to.

We have witnessed that call as a church over the last month as
Richard Lloyd’s appointment as Associate Vicar was announced.
You can find out more about this on the opposite page and in the
rest of HTC News read about how God has been at work in good

times and bad.

With my love and prayers




New Associate Vicar

Revd Richard Lloyd, has been
appointed as HTC’s new
Associate Vicar. This new post,
created following the church’s
recent growth, and designed to
provide permanent oversight for
the 6.30pm congregation and
adult discipleship, attracted a
number of high-quality
applicants from across the
country but Richard’s
appointment was made
unanimously.

Richard, currently Senior
Chaplain of Charterhouse
School, Godalming, may be a
familiar face to some at HTC. He
came to preach in 2009 and has
also visited a few meetings of
Together in Prayer to speak
about the work of The Rhema
Partnership in South India, a
mission organisation which HTC
supports.

Philip Plyming warmly welcomed
Richard’s appointment. “We
are blessed indeed to have
Richard coming to Claygate.
His depth of faith, experience of
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leadership, passion for
discipleship and commitment to
mission will further strengthen the
ministry team and help us grow
in line with our vision in the years
to come. We very much look
forward to welcoming Richard
and Vicky in due course.”

Richard read Theology at
Oxford before training for
ministry at St John’s College,
Durham. He served his curacy
at a large evangelical Anglican
church outside Southampton
before moving to Charterhouse
in 2004. He married Vicky last
year and includes driving cars
and golf among his hobbies.

Richard said “It will be a great
privilege to serve in such a lively
church that seeks to witness

Jesus’ love and grace
throughout Claygate and
beyond. Vicky and | eagerly

await our move to Claygate
and we really look forward to
meeting you all.”

God'’s call
to Seniors’ Ministry

..... continued from front page

Pippa says that her special
desire to help older members
of society became a
professional interest when she
trained and worked as an
Occupational Therapist. She
gave up work to become a full
-time mother a number of
years ago but she says, “Now,
having prayed about how
God might best use me in the
future, the chance to work
alongside seniors again
seemed to be his will and it’s a
call | feel thrilled to answer”.

It’s a far cry from Toddlers’
Praise where Pippa played a
vital role in growing such an
important area of ministry to
Mums, carers and their young
ones. “Toddlers’ Praise was all
about the distinctive welcome
that we as Christians offer, and
people growing in knowledge
and faith in Jesus. There are
some crossovers in that sense.
But this is a fresh challenge.”

Pippa’s first priority will be to
meet as many HTC seniors as
she can and begin setting
priorities for this part of Ministry.
Mike said “We are delighted
that Pippa has responded to
God’s call so clearly and so
whole-heartedly. She is a really
approachable and caring
person with a flair for making
things happen. Its a great
combination of gifts - and an
important step in our serving of
senior members of the church
family and more broadly in the
community.”



Exciting plans for Church House

Plans to transform Church House
into a dedicated Ministry Centre

are taking shape. It was
announced at the APCM in April
that the need for more space to
accommodate growing areas of
ministry at HTC has become a
matter of high priority.

Earlier this year, the ‘Church
House Redevelopment Project
Team’ (CHRPT), chaired by Brian
Howells, was put together to
think through the options. Brian
said, “Following months of
discussion, we now believe that
the time is right to consider a
significant redevelopment of the
building. The idea is to create a
space that will serve as a Ministry
Centre for the next 20 years and
beyond.”

At a PCC meeting in May, the
project team suggested that
major redevelopment of Church
House would not only create an
environment that would better
suit the needs of current users
but also create space for new
areas of ministry at HTC, on
Sundays as well as during the

week. As a result of the meeting
the team were asked to take the
project to the next stage.

Brian explained that the
proposed redevelopment would
happen in two phases: “The first
phase would involve combining
the front two rooms in Church
House to create one large room.
This would help resolve critical
issues of space, particularly for
the Discoverers Special Needs
Group on Sunday mornings. The
PCC has approved this phase in
outline and it is hoped that this
phase would be completed
over summer 2010.”

Brain added, “The second phase
would involve more substantial
building work. We will engage
an architect to develop a range
of options as well as detailing
the development of the
scheme. The building is in a
Conservation Area and it is
locally listed so this will have
some bearing on the proposals.
They will be brought back to the
PCC and church in due course”

Finding Your Place

As HTC’s Mission of God
series draws to close, we are
getting the chance to delve
deeper into the part we play
in God’s mission, as Tom
Darwent explains:

Two seminars are being held in
June, called ‘Finding Our Place.’
As an important part of the
‘Mission Of God’ programme,
they’ll give us the opportunity to
think in more depth about how
we can discern and play our
part in God’s mission. We are all
made differently and God knows
how best to use each of us
individually, so the seminars are
designed to help us understand
ourselves better and learn more
about how God calls, equips
and guides us.

We will also discuss the
importance of the right attitudes
and motivations to serving.
Finally we will explore how to
keep going in service, looking at
the costs and rewards of serving
and the training and support
that can be available. Further
one-to-one meetings will be on
offer with a staff member or
Small Group leader, for anyone
who wants to discuss their own
gifts and sense of calling from
God.

The seminars (with coffee
beforehand) are supported by a
booklet called ‘Finding Your
Place,” giving relevant Bible
passages and topics for prayer.
Session 1 takes place on Tuesday
15 June (10 for 10.30am),
Wednesday 16 June (7.30 for
8pm) and Thursday 17 June (7.30
for 8pm). Session 2 takes place
during the same time slots, in the
week beginning 27 June.



Pathfinders Forge Ahead!

The Pathfinders have been
attracting record numbers of
youngsters over the past few
months. Youth Ministry
Assistant Abi Curtis reports on
the club’s exciting growth:

“This year has seen tremendous

growth in the Pathfinders group [

which caters for 11-14 year olds
during the 6.30pm service. The
club, which meets every Sunday
night at Emmanuel Hall, has been
running for about two years now,
but in the past few months we
have seen dramatic growth in
numbers and on more than one
occasion more than 30
youngsters have turned up. Each
week our fun and energetic
programme includes big group
games, messy games, worship
songs, a talkk from one of the
leaders and then small group
discussions about the talk.

The growth in numbers has been
great as it means that we can
reach more kids and the
Pathfinders feel more confident to
invite their friends along. The large
numbers have also contributed to
the growing sense of community
and developing faith among the
youngsters. We have a fantastic

mix of kids who really seem to
have gelled together as a group
through the games, chat and
worship, but they still welcome
and encourage new members.

To get the most out of the
Pathfinders’ desire to go deeper
with their faith, our talks each
week have been alternating
between following the Mission of
God series and looking at specific
issues affecting Pathfinders and
their peer group. We’ve been
exploring how to deal with peer
pressure, bullying and family
problems in a Christ-like way.

Following on from this we have

just finished looking at a mini ‘how
to’ series, including how to pray,
read my Bible and serve. These
were all things that the
Pathfinders asked for at the
beginning of the year, and they
have really enjoyed talking and
praying about how Christ affects
real current situations in their lives.

During this mini series we invited
some members of YF to share
their experiences. Susie Dagnall
(18) joined us on the ‘How do |
read my Bible?’ night and was
interviewed on the joys and
difficulties of reading the Bible

each day. Katelyn Aitchison (16)
joined us on the ‘How do | serve?’
evening and shared her
experiences of serving Jesus both
at home and away at the Hunslet
Initiative in Leeds. We had a great
response from Pathfinders about
these visits and they really
appreciated hearing from slightly
older youngsters about their walk
with Jesus.

As a leadership team, we have
been so impressed with how
these young people have
engaged and acted upon what
they’ve heard, which has added
to amazing spiritual growth.

Drew and | would like to thank
God for our fantastic and

[ dedicated leadership team and

the enthusiasm from the kids for
hearing about Jesus. We pray

that Pathfinders continues to
grow, both spiritually and in
numbers

Working with the Pathfinders is
such a joy as their enthusiasm for
the group and their church grows
week by week. It’s a remarkable
thing to witness their
strengthening relationships with
each other and with Jesus.”







Farewell to Chris Greaves

After five and a half years
working in the church office as

HTC’s Deputy Administrator,
Chris Greaves is retiring. She
told us how much she’s
enjoyed working on the team:

“Since | first started at HTC | have
been made to feel very much
part of the team. Retirement will
probably feel quite strange and
I’m wondering what it will be like
adapting to life at home with my
husband who has been retired
for some years! But I’m hoping to
spend more time with my family,
including my 88 year old mum
and my eight month old
grandson.

| first became a Christian
following an Alpha course in
early 2004. It was my daughter
Lindy who encouraged me to
do the course and came along
with me. She had already
become a Christian through the
Christian Union at Kingston
Grammar School. During the
course my husband James
nearly died on a squash court
and Lindy was a great help and
comfort to me while James was
ill. Her knowledge of the Bible
gave me many pointers towards
my growing faith. The Alpha

Course was the start of my
journey in faith and | can
pinpoint the day when | knew
that God was there: 27 February
2004. In June of the same year
Lindy married Matthew and they
moved to the Midlands.

HTC has been a source of great
encouragement and one of the
special days of my life was
having a full immersion baptism
at HTC in July 2004. During
autumn 2004, after James had
made an almost miraculous
recovery, | persuaded him to
come along with me on the next
Alpha course - so | did two in the
same year!! In November that
year, | started work in the Church
Office and my son-in-law's
mother, who is also a Church
Administrator, was heard to
comment, "I wonder how Chris
will find it working with a bunch
of Christians!" | have to say |
have loved working with the
Christians at HTC, who have
been very encouraging in my
journey of faith.

What will | miss, being part of the
team? Well, there was the time
when Janet and | investigated a
leak in the gents' toilet. | placed
my hand under the urinal to stop
the leak and Janet said "You are
a tougher woman than | am
putting your hand there!" | will
also miss the Monday and Friday
volunteers who come to tidy up,
"do the rounds" and staple and
fold service sheets, the vicar's
cheekiness, the mirror behind the
office door and most of all,
Janet.

As we bid farewell to Chiris,
we welcome Katherine Willis,
HTC’s new Assistant
Administrator. Katherine tells
us how she’s been settling in:

“l love the fact that each day
is different and that | get to
see lots of new and familiar
faces. I’ve been involved in
many areas of Church life
such as CRB checks, Child
Protection Training and
Administrator for the last
Church Weekend Away. Since
then I’ve been responsible for
preparing what you see on
the screens for services as well
as singing and playing the
organ, piano and harp for the
11.15am service.

| became a Christian when |
was 18 at University, and my
faith grew as | was part of
student groups and local
Churches during that time.
Over the last few years there
have been ups and downs,
and times when I've felt a
long way from God,
particularly when Mike (my
husband) was ill last year.
However, God has been
amazingly faithful to me
through these times, and I’'ve
come to realise that He is
unchanging and is always
with me.



Tom goes Back to School!

Tom Darwent has recently
started the Arrow Leadership
Programme, an 18 month course
designed to invest in the
leadership and evangelism skills
of younger church leaders. The
course is run by CPAS, one of
HTC’s mission partners, who also
designed the Growing Leaders
course. 24 participants from all

over the UK meet for four
week-long residentials in
Sheffield, as well several other
day meetings. This s
supplemented by lots of
‘homework’ and monthly
meetings with a mentor to
help them process what they
are learning.

Tom said, "it is a real privilege to
be able to take time out from the
pressures of the job and reflect
on how | lead and how | can
grow in my ministry. Most of the
other participants are in similar
situations to me. But with many
of us being extreme extroverts,
the biggest challenge can be
getting a word in edgeways!”

Seniors’ Trip to Pilgrim Hall

The Seniors’ enjoyed a week of
mixed weather for their annual
holiday week at Pilgrim Hall, a
lovely Christian-run centre in East
Sussex. As well informal morning

there
in the

services,
outings

and evening
were optional

afternoons, and lots of free time
to enjoy the heated swimming
pool or croquet and putting. The
theme for worship this year was
based on HTC’s Bible verse for
2010: ‘We love because He first
loved us’ (I John 4:19) and

Dorcas dolls bring Bible to life

Members of the Dorcas group
were set a new challenge over
the last few months. They were
asked to knit some characters
from the bible that can be

used to tell stories for the
children’s groups. Needless to
say, the ladies rose to the
occasion and skilfully
produced some delightful dolls.
As you can see these are being
used in the Discoverers Special
Needs group and other
children’s groups.

Dorcas meets fortnightly at
church and produces
handicrafts which are used to
support the mission to the
Ukraine. If you would like to
find out more, please contact
Janet Wheatley.

focused on God’s love for us as
revealed through the story of
Ruth, from the OIld Testament.
People who attend the Pilgrim
Hall holiday, wunder the
leadership of Jem and Rosemary
Salter and team, say it is a
wonderful time of fellowship,
relaxation, and physical and
spiritual refreshment.



Messy Church ....Two Years On!

Messy Church has been running
for two years now at HTC!
Children and Family’s Minister Jill
Griffiths reflects on the Messy
Church phenomenon by
answering some frequently
asked questions.

What Is Messy Church?

Messy Church is a lively
congregation of people who
meet for a fresh, creative and
informal style of church,
learning about God through
crafts, worship and food. We
aim to provide a church that
is accessible to people who
are seeking to experience
and learn about God in an

chat, play and much needed

refreshments. This is followed by an
hour of crafts and activities based
around our bible theme of the
day. Then we head into church for

unthreatening and relaxed
way. Each month we have a
choice of two afternoon dates
where the Bible theme and
activities are repeated for both.

Are we the only one?
We are not alone! The first Messy
Church was set up by Lucy Moore

(of Fresh Expressions and
Barnabas) at her church near
Portsmouth six years ago and

currently 320 Messy Churches are
registered both in the UK and
abroad.

Who comes?

On average 120 children, friends,
parents, carers and grandparents
attend each of the two Messy
Churches that we run a month.
About two thirds of these are
families that do not attend HTC on
a Sunday. There’s no age limit and
we have babies up to seniors,
although the typical age of
children is 3 to 11 years old.

What do you do?
Messy Church kicks off from
3.30pm with a time of welcome,

20 minutes of celebration and
worship also based around the
theme. We typically have a Bible
story and teaching (presented in
many creative ways), a prayer
activity and several lively action/
worship songs. This is followed by a
sit down, hot two-course meal for
everyone, including helpers. We
finish at about 6pm.

Why do you have a meal?
Showing Christian hospitality is a
key factor in Messy Church. We
follow Christ’s example of sharing
food and breaking bread with
people. It’s an excellent
opportunity to show our love, build
relationships and share fellowship
around the meal table. The food is
tasty and simple and the cakes
and fruits for dessert are donated.

What are the challenges and
points for prayer?

Having developed into an all-age
community of joyful worshippers,
we would like to help people grow
deeper in their relationship with
God. Some Messy Churchers have

gone on Alpha Courses and are
becoming more involved in
church life. We need to pray that
more take up the opportunity.

Messy Church really is Messy!
There is always a lot of setting
up, cooking, and clearing
away. Each session needs a
large number of helpers both
behind the scenes and in a
hands-on capacity. Finding
enough people is always a
challenge. I’d like to take this
opportunity to thank those
dedicated people who do
help and put in so much
effort. Please pray for more
people to get involved!

What are the highlights?

The highlights for me have been
seeing the Messy Church
community develop from tentative
beginnings into a thriving
congregation of people, all at
varying stages of their journey of
faith. Each Messy Church sees
regular faces returning and new
people trying it out. Relationships
have grown and its reputation has
spread largely by word of mouth
and personal invitation.

For Messy Church dates see the
www.holytrinityclaygate.org.uk
and look out for us at the Claygate
Flower Show!



Ukraine Youth Mission

In just a few weeks teams from
HTC will be taking part in our
Summer Mission to the Ukraine.
This will be the seventh time a
team from the church has
taken part, and for the second
time Alex Evans, with the help

their home
away from
h om e,
staying with
members of
the local
community.
Alex said
that one of
last year’s
highlights
was seeing

God at work
in everyone,
“We played
football against a local church
and called it the Ukraine v
England match, which we won
3-1! Activities like these simply
fostered the bond among the
team and the local

community, and set the tone
for another
year.”

great trip this

keep the mission in their
prayers. We ask particularly for
people to pray for change in
the Ukraine and for justice.
Pray that corruption will come
to an end and that everyone
in those villages come to know

Jesus. Finally we ask that
people pray for a good
harvest this year as the
villagers are entirely

dependent on crops to make
a living.”

Alex explained how last year’s
mission had a profound effect
on him spiritually, “The time
away allowed me to focus on
God for a full week, relying on
his strength to get through
busy and sometimes stressful
situations. Seeing God’s hand
at work really strengthened my
faith. Such positive things
came out of the trip which is

why I’'m going back

of Andy Howe, wil lead a
team responsible for
working with the local
youth.

The ‘Youth Team’
includes eight other
members of the

congregation comprising
of people from YF and
the 20s group. Their aim is
to provide local
youngsters (ranging from
14 up to early 20s) with
lots of fun activities and
games as well as arts
and crafts, guitar and
English lessons. All the while,
the team are able to spend
quality time sharing God’s
word with them through talks
on the Bible and worship. The
evangelistic opportunities
continue as the team heads to

Alex added, “There is so
much to be done putting
the programme
together. Challenges
arise both logistically and
linguistically so we ask
that the church family

again this summer. I’'m
really looking forward
to the priviege of
going back to serve
and share the gospel
as well as build on the
relationships we
created last year.”




Goodbye Abi......Hello Toby!

It's been a whirlwind year for
HTC Youth Ministry Assistant,
Abi Curtis. Soon, she’ll be
handing over the reigns to
Toby Dipper. Abi has worked
tirelessly over the past 12
months to help strengthen
youth ministry and serve
across the church. Wwe
caught up with her to find out
about her year:

Abi: “l think that | have grown
more this year than in any other
time of my life. | am so grateful
that | have had this chance to
grow in my faith and build in self

Sunday Services

8am Traditional
9.30am Lively

11.15am Reflective
6.30pm Contemporary

See website for more details.

Church Office

Monday to Friday — 9am to 5pm

@ www.holytrinityclaygate.org.uk

=] churchoffice@
holytrinityclaygate.org.uk

01372 463603

-confidence and life skills. |
have now had a taster of how
to support myself financially,
balance work and social time,
and be a respectable role
model to
younger people.

The Ministry
Assistant role
trained me to do
administrative
and technical
tasks and to
meet deadlines
but more
importantly  to
communicate
both to young
people and
adults and to be a leader. |
now feel confident
communicating with people of
all ages.

Working at HTC has led me to
have a deeper and stronger
relationship with Jesus, that |
would never thought possible.
One of the most important
things I’ve learnt this year is that
| can’t do much without Jesus.
It sounds simple, but I've truly
learnt that God’s word is the
only way to enrich my life, and
without it I’'m running on empty.
| really appreciate that I've
been able to have this year out
of study, and focus on serving
others and my own spiritual
growth. Now, leaving HTC and
going on with my studies | feel
that | am standing on a firm
ground and have a strong faith
for life.”

Abi will be handing over the
reigns to Toby Dipper, who
starts in the middle of June.
Toby is already well known by
the 6.30pm congregation as he
regularly play guitar in the

worship band. He is also an
active member of the HTC 20s
group which meets fortnightly
for fellowship and Bible study.
Toby will be bringing many
talents and skills
to the role and
says he is most
looking forward
to being
involved in
leading worship
for our teens at
Y FO on
Thursday
evenings and
Pathfinders on
Sunday
evening. This
summer he’ll be joining in on
two youth summer camps, in
Kidderminster and Wales.

He is currently in an
administration role at Kingston
Hospital but is looking forward
to taking a year out to focus on
becoming a deeper disciple of
Jesus and being a leader and
mentor to the members of our
youth groups.

HTC Celebration!

Friday 2 July - Sun 4 July

Come join us for a weekend of
celebration to
mark the end of
the Mission of
God series.

Prayer
Labyrinth

Sunday Lunch

HTC Picnic & Cricket Match
Sunday 5 September






